
“For Your Joy” 

John 15:1-11 

January 10, 2016 

 

Prayer: John 10:10—“I have come that you may have life and have it 

abundantly…the thief comes only to steal, kill, and destroy”  

 

Happy New Year! Thank you to Chris and Pastor Nick. … 

 

On Christmas Sunday, we reflected on Jesus’ words in John 16:33 where He 

said, “These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace.” 

And we discovered from John 14:27 that the peace that Jesus gives us is His 

very own peace. Today, as we are in the fresh start of a new year, I want to 

reflect on John 15 where Jesus said, “These things I have spoken to you so 

that My joy may be in you, and that your joy may be made full.” This is what 

drew me to teach from John 15—that what Jesus teaches us here is for our 

joy! 

 

Here’s what I want us to see in John 15 this morning:  

God is longing to give you the joy of glorifying God through an abundant, 

fruitful life that only comes from abiding in Christ.  

 

John 15 is about an abundant life (a fruitful life) that glorifies God by 

generously and joyfully bearing the reflection of Christ. We’re talking about 

abiding--living in relationship with Jesus in such a way that what comes out 

of your life looks more like Christ than you in your natural flesh.  

 

The main exhortation in our text, the primary thing that we are to do, is to 

abide in Jesus: “Abide in Me…” (vs. 4-5). I realize that we don’t use the 

word “abide” very often. In fact, because of that, some translations have used 

a more familiar word here, like “remain.” But we are going to stick with the 

word “abide” because it best captures what Jesus is saying in this context. 

Where you abide is where you live. It’s where you make your home. It’s 

where you put down your roots and establish your identity. Jesus is saying, 

keep living in Me; live as though I am your life and your identity. Make Me 

the substance of your life.”  

 

What is abiding? It is a particular kind of relationship—a continuous, vital 

union with Jesus in which our life is so permeated and saturated with His 

life that the fruit of our life increasingly looks more like Him than us. An 

abiding life is one of personal dependence on Christ, intimate fellowship 

with Christ, confident trust in Christ, and delight in Christ. Just as a bride or 

groom lives all of life out of their marriage relationship, so we live all of life 

out of our relationship with Christ.  

Now, let’s dig into the text. 

In vs. 1, Jesus says, “I am the true vine and My Father is the vinedresser.” 

Then In vs. 5 He adds, “I am the vine, you are the branches.” So let’s get all 

the relationships straight here. Jesus is the true vine, the source of spiritual 

life. We are the branches, that display the glory of God by manifesting the 

life of Christ within us.   

The Father is vinedresser or farmer, the One who tends and cares for the 

branches on the vine. His passion is to do everything necessary to make His 

vineyard as productive as possible. And this glorifies Him just as a good crop 

is a compliment to a good farmer.  

Look at Vs. 8: “My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and 

so prove to be my disciples.” This is really important because we know from 

other passages, that our primary purpose in life—the purpose for which we 

were created—is to glorify God. Vs. 8 says that the way we glorify God is 

through a fruitful life that demonstrates the life of Christ is in us by the fruit 

that comes out of us.  

This raises a very important question: What is the fruit we are we talking 

about? The fruit is whatever comes out of your life when you are abiding 

in Jesus. It is the influence, fragrance, color of Christ in us permeating our 

daily lives. For example, when we abide in Christ the fruit of the Spirit, 

which is also the character of Jesus
1
, colors our lives with love, joy, peace, 

patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control (Gal 

5:20). When we abide in Christ, our lives are characterized by grace and truth 

because Jesus is full of grace and truth (John 1:14). When we abide in Christ 

                                                           
1
 the Holy Spirit imparts the life of Jesus to us 



we walk in humility, servanthood, and sacrifice; we love justice and mercy; 

we work toward reconciliation; and we exude hope, faith, and worship,  

because they are the qualities of Jesus’ life. Ultimately, abiding in Christ is 

living to please and honor our heavenly Father as our constant and highest 

aim, because it was the singular passion of Jesus life. A fruitful life is not 

mainly the things you do but the quality of Christlikeness within you.  

Here in John 15, Jesus speaks of 4 levels of fruitfulness that are possible in 

our lives:  

 

1. No fruit (vs 2a): “Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He 

takes away…”  

 

How does God respond to barrenness in our lives? When Jesus says 

the Vinedresser will “take away” branches that are barren, He uses 

the word airo which also means to “take up” or “lift up”. I think this 

is the better way to understand airo here.  

 

Keep in mind the imagery that Jesus is using here of the grape vine. 

We know that if branches lay on the ground and get coated with mud 

and mildew, they will become sick and barren. That’s why you 

always see grapevines lifted up on a trellis.  

 

The imagery here is of the vinedresser lifting up the branches for a 

good cleansing. In vs. 3 He says, “You are already clean because of 

the word which I have spoken to you.” I take this to mean that the 

Word of God has brought about a work of repentance and cleansing 

in the hearts of the disciples. The Word of God is the source of 

cleansing that we need to continually be exposing ourselves to. Eph 

5:26 says that Jesus washes us with the water of the Word. So we are 

lifted up, cleansed, by the Word of God so that we can bear fruit.  

 

Some have understood this passage to teach that a believer can 

forfeit their salvation in light of vs 6: “If anyone does not abide in 

Me, he is thrown away as a branch and dries up, and they gather 

them, and cast them into the fire and they are burned.” But 

remember that the context/thrust of this passage is not about a person 

being saved, but about a believer’s fruitfulness. So how do we 

explain vs. 6? Well, its important for you to know that Jesus is 

drawing on some powerful O.T. language by the prophets. For 

example, in Isaiah 5 Israel was referred to as God’s vine, but she 

proved to be a barren, degenerate vine (Isa 5:1-7). That’s why Jesus 

begins vs 1 by emphasizing that He is the “true vine” that produces 

genuine, lasting fruit. But if we are not abiding in that vine, our lives 

will be barren and useless in God’s hands. So what’s the fire all 

about in vs. 6? I believe the fire is a reference to Ezekiel 15 where 

the prophet reminds us that the soft wood of the vine is worthless for 

any other purpose--peg. If its not going to bear fruit then its only 

benefit is to be thrown into the fire for a little heat. Ezekiel’s point is 

that if the wood of the vine doesn’t produce fruit, it has no other 

source of usefulness.  

 

God doesn’t want your life to be barren. What you need to know is 

that when God presses you to the point of repentance with the 

conviction of the Word, He does it for your joy—the joy of glorifying 

God with a fruitful life!  

 

When a brother or sister in the Lord confronts you about something 

in your life, it is God working for your joy. And for your joy I am 

praying that God will bring us to brokenness over our sin—to no 

longer feel indifferent over our sin—but to long for and seek the 

cleansing that comes through the washing of the Word of God.  

 

2. Fruit (vs. 2b): “Every branch that bears fruit, He prunes it so that it 

will bear more fruit.”  

 

Every believer should be bearing some level of fruit and God is 

working to increase your yield. And so He brings His pruning shears 

to these bearing branches and begins to cut and prune to increase our 

fruitfulness.  

 

If you are a fruitful branch at any level, you can expect God’s aim is 

to increase the yield of every believer. When God allows trials to test 

our faith we must not see them as obstacles but as opportunities for 



growth--to draw near to God and experience the deeper reality of His 

nearness. When God disciplines us, we must not resist Him but see 

that out of love He is working for our joy.  

 

It’s important to understand that not everything that God prunes 

away is intrinsically bad or sinful. Sometimes the things that need to 

be pruned in our lives are good things that simply distract us, or 

divide our energy and focus by competing with Christ’s supremacy 

in our lives. God wants us to live our lives with a singular passion for 

Jesus that defines all other ambitions.  

 

The Father’s work of pruning in our lives may be painful at times, 

but it is necessary to get us to the 3
rd

 stage of fruit-bearing…  

 

3. More fruit (vs. 2c): “Every branch that bears fruit, He prunes it so 

that it will bear more fruit.”  The question is, what does God need to 

prune from our lives?  What distracts you from walking closely to 

Jesus? Is there something that keeps you from fellowship or 

worshiping with God’s people?  What sinful habits are you refusing 

to give up because you want immediate satisfaction? What sacrifices 

for Christ are “off limits?” We don’t like the answers to these 

questions, but do we really want to settle for minimal fruit and joy in 

our lives. Holiness is the soil in which joy grows. And holiness is a 

work of grace. Where God prunes, He gives grace.  

 

Be encouraged that when the Father does His painful work of 

pruning in our lives, He does it for our joy of glorifying God with 

abundant life.  

 

4. Much fruit (vs. 5, 8): “I am the vine, you are the branches; He who 

abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from me 

you can do nothing…My Father is glorified by this, that you bear 

much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.”  

 

Notice that the key to an abundant life of fruitfulness is not working 

harder, but walking closer to Jesus so that His life is the overflow of 

yours. Jesus said, “He who abides in Me…bears much fruit” (vs. 5). 

If the key to an abundant life is abiding in Jesus, then why all the 

pruning? The very things the Father prunes out of our lives are the 

things that hinder us from effectively abiding in Jesus. The whole 

purpose of the cleansing and the pruning is so that you can have the 

joy of abiding in Jesus and glorifying God with abundant fruit.  

 

Let me highlight 3 practical aspects of abiding in Christ from our text:  

 

1. Abiding in Jesus is a life rich in God’s Word (vs. 7). I take this 

from vs. 7 where Jesus says, “If you abide in Me, and My words 

abide in you….” This is more than just knowing or studying God’s 

word, but delighting in it because through it we have intimate 

fellowship with Jesus. So don’t just read the Word—meditate on it---

read it prayerfully as a means of communing with Jesus.  

 

2. Abiding in Jesus is a life of potent prayer (vs. 7): “If you abide in 

Me and my words abide I you, ask whatever you wish and it will be 

done for you.” How can Jesus make such a generous promise? 

Notice it has a condition: “if you abide in Me and my words abide in 

you.” When God’s word dwells richly within us, it causes our minds 

and hearts to be aligned with God in such a way that what we pray 

for is what he longs to give. Abiding causes us to want what God 

wants.  

 

In this life of abiding, prayer is no longer just an event in your day 

but a relationship throughout your day.  

 

3. Abiding in Jesus is a life of obedience motivated by His love (vs. 

9-10): “Just as the Father has loved Me, I have also loved you; abide 

in My love. If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My 

love; just as I have kept My Father’s commandments and abide in 

His love.”  

 

I John 5:3 says, “This is the love of God that we keep His 

commandments; and His commandments are not burdensome.” 

We’re talking about obedience that flows out of a life of basking in 



the love of Christ; so loved by Jesus that it changes what we want 

our life to be about.  

 

Vs. 11: “These things I have spoken to you so that My joy may be in you,and 

that your joy  may be made full.”  Meditating on the Word, growing in your 

prayer life, taking steps of obedience, are not mere obligations of the 

Christian life, but a means of powering joy and glorifying God as you abide 

in Jesus.  

 

For the sake of your joy and God’s glory:  

 

A. Where do you most need the cleansing triumph of grace over sin? What 

sin do you need to strategically kill that is producing barrenness in your life?  

 

B. What does God need to prune out of your life that is competing with 

Jesus’ supremacy in your life?  

 

C. How will you be intentional about abiding in Jesus this year?  

� What will be your strategy for prayer (keep it simple, but make a 

plan). 

� Establish a doable plan for meditating on God’s word for the purpose 

of communing with Jesus (when? Where? What?) 

 

D. What is the first step of obedience that you need to take in 2016 in 

response to Christ’s love? 

 

Prayer: 2 Chron 16:9a  


